Crossgate Community Partnership meeting
28th June 2010

Present: Mike Costello, Kasper Peters,  Lesley Aers, Colin Green, Jean Rogers, Roger Cornwell, Colin Jubb, Alan Hayton, Norma Hayton, Carole Reeves, Tony Veitch, Janie Bickersteth, Mark Havers, Desmond and Ann Evans
Warden: Gemma Charlton

Durham County Council: Allan Simpson, Gavin Scott, Stuart Timmiss

Apologies: Dick and Odile Fong

Carole Reeves agreed to Chair

Warden report: many complaints at this time of year, leaflet drops to students but still lots of mess. Extra collection Friday. Chasing landlords to ensure rubbish is cleared. Thanks to Gemma for all her hard work. Gemma leaving us, fewer wardens from now on – going from seven to two in six wards. Stuart suggesting that need to work with University on recycling. 

Presentation by Stuart Timmiss, Head of Planning, Durham County Council
Explained that trying to get out and about as much as possible now, consulting with as many local groups as possible

Four areas to cover tonight:

1. HMO’s background information provided:

 - The changes to the Use Classes Order came in on 6th April 2010. (HMOs became a separate Use Class in Planning Law) 
 - A Supplementary Planning Order would be needed to implement the new arrangements. 
 - There is now a definition of a HMO in Planning Law 
 - The new Government appears to be backtracking, i.e a change of use from C3 to C4 will not need planning permission, even though they are still to be different Use Classes. 
 - The requirement for planning permission would have created a huge workload. Government believes that it is better to concentrate on problem areas (and could Durham City be considered as one of these?) 
 - Article 4 Directives are to be taken forward 
 - There is a willingness from local Planners to make progress on this issue in partnership with groups such as CCP. 
 - A pragmatic approach is advocated, with a view to having a % limit on HMOs in given areas that could vary from place to place depending on local circumstances
Achieving right balance in local community – looking at each area , street by street, wanting to consult as widely as possible. Supplementary planning document still being put together (will  consult with us).  Alan Hayton wants to register our concerns as soon as possible.

Desmond commented that there is reaction coming from local authorities, eg Manchester, to retain as much power as possible without using article 4. Submissions to Westminster need to be made by Aug. 9th and Stuart promised that Durham would respond. I pointed out that a simple minimum % of C3 housing eg 30% across the whole county would put an effective break on continuing loss of family homes and would not cause any extra work for the council in those areas where there are few HMO ie the whole county other than Durham City. Such a minimum requirement has already been imposed successfully by Oxford City.
2. TO LET BOARDS
Conversations with University; as of last month, if a signed up registered University landlord, no boards allowed. Memorandum of understanding being worked on. Pragmatic approach to numbers of boards in streets owned by one landlord.  Most students search the internet, they don’t use boards. End July, meeting to get landlords to sign protocol. Then need enforcement and ability to prosecute. Desmond: Problem with permanent boards advertising the landlord agency – illegal to do this without planning permission. Roger suggesting that there’s some value in making an example of a problem landlord.  Stuart wants to do this once all protocols in place and every landlord is sufficiently informed.
3. CONSULTATION
Trying to do roadshows, talk to residents’ associations etc – trying to get as much information out as possible. Alan suggested that need local information, small details within our communities. Allan Simpson (DCC) wants to have our input. Nigel Martin: accessibility of local decision making – local planning consultations often heard in Easington at midday – could more be done to try to schedule consultations locally so that the people concerned can attend? Mike Costello feels that local residents have registered concerns many times but our concerns are not acknowledged. Stuart wanting to create commentary so that local residents feel that they are listened to.
Elvet Waterside: Stuart accepts that need to learn what came out of that process – local residents, English Heritage etc – new brief coming out this autumn.

Consultation on planning applications (Desmond eg of Union Place, all students and therefore no objections to planning application): Alan Simpson– the Council does more than is required in terms of informing as many locals as possible, site notice, adverts in local paper. Suggesting that would like to engage with local residents group – to keep us informed on new planning applications. Jean – when consulting neighbours, can the Council consider houses that back onto each other. Colin Jubb – Elvet Residents and DCT worked hard on Gateway proposal, found contradictions and inaccuracies. No reply to detailed letter to Council. Eg large number of extra cars will be generated;  University saying that they have a Green Travel Plan. Stuart’s response: travel co-ordinator at Uni will be reporting back annually to local authority. Carol suggesting that it’s great to consult, but no good if it’s not heard and acted upon. Stuart suggesting that residents need to know about plans early enough so that we can be part of the debate. Mike asked about Byland Lodge. Allan Simpson permission given for development, but value of site has reduced so significantly that developer can’t progress. In consultation with the Council. Mike would like maintenance and Tony suggested building not secure.
4. County Durham Plan
Objective: thriving Durham City, aligned with sustainable communities

Headlines for Durham: northern relief road, western relief road, (congestion in city, carbon monoxide levels getting too high, not attracting big business because of lack of network links) Aykley Heads identified as possible area for development (County Hall and Police Station could both be re-developed). 5000 new homes – to pay for the road, to attract executives. 3% of greenbelt will be taken out.
Nigel Martin: what public park space will be created? Stuart: about building communities, schools, open space, cycleways, footpaths etc.
Colin: concerned about regenerating housing in city areas – need to regenerate here within the city. Colin asked about environmental concerns – two new roads etc – all about economic growth. Stuart: bringing more people in will generate more interest in central areas. Planning tries to look at whole environment – maximising economy with minimum impact on environment. Colin suggesting evidence suggesting that more roads just creates more traffic. Kasper Peters asked where is the public transport programme in all this? Stuart suggesting that will look again at dual carriageway through Durham, making it more difficult for car travellers. Anne asked how Council will control new developments? Stuart says has power to enforce sustainable housing, Council working better with private sector than ever before; talking to developers about Council’s expectation.

Jean asked about Market Place shopfront policy. Stuart: Market Place re-development should be controlling this. Roger would like Durham 2020 Vision to be passing comment on shopfronts.

No time for any other business tonight.

Next meeting will be held on Monday 26th July, 7.30pm, Waddington St Church Hall
